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Relationship between the Blocking High
and the Arctic Oscillation

Masaki IKEDA

Abstract

In this study, the relationship between the blocking high and the Arctic Oscillation
is examined with the barotropic mode by the 3D normal mode decomposition of the
NCEP/NCAR reanalysis data for 1950/51 to 2000/01 winter time. The 167 blocking
events are examined that are picked up by the new blocking index based on the frame-
work of the anticyclonic barotropic height anomaly near the area of the Rossby wave
breaking.

The blocking highs are present in both the positive and the negative AO phase, but
the locations of the blocking highs strongly depend on the phase of the AO. In the
positive AO phase, the blocking highs tend to appear at the mid-latitude. On the
other hand, the blocking highs tend to appear at the high latitudes in the negative AO
phase. But, in the blocking life cycle, we find a very few transitions of the AO phase.

In the phase speed domain, we find an accumulation of wave energy at the Rhines
scale when the blocking occurs regardless of the zonal energy that is connected to the
AO phase. Additionally, in the blocking life cycle, the amount of the up-scale energy
flux from the Rhines scale is not enough to change the zonal energy.

The results suggest that the blocking does not change the AO phase drastically, but
the phase of AO determines the location of the blocking that occurs with the planetary

wave amplification.

Key Words: blocking high, Arctic Oscillation, Rossby wave breaking, energy,

Rhinse scale
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Energy and AO-index
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04 0O0OOOODOOOOO

No. oo ooo 0o oooooono
1 1950 12 29 06Z 1951 01 03 06Z 1951 01 04 18Z 6.50
2 1951 12 08 06Z 1951 12 11 00Z 1951 12 13 12Z 5.25
3 1951 12 23 06Z 1951 12 28 06Z 1951 12 31 18Z 8.50
4 1952 01 19 06Z 1952 01 23 18Z 1952 01 27 18Z 8.50
5 1954 01 12 127 1954 01 24 18Z 1954 02 00 12Z 19.00
6 1955 12 31 00Z 1956 01 04 00Z 1956 01 06 12Z 6.50
7 1956 01 06 18Z 1956 01 09 12Z 1956 01 12 18Z 6.00
8 1956 12 06 06Z 1956 12 12 127 1956 12 13 00Z 6.75
9 1958 02 04 06Z 1958 02 09 12Z 1958 02 12 00Z 7.75
10 1959 01 02 18Z 1959 01 06 12Z 1959 01 10 06Z 7.50
11 1959 01 15 12Z 1959 01 20 18Z 1959 01 25 06Z 9.75
12 1959 02 10 18Z 1959 02 12 00Z 1959 02 16 00Z 5.25
13 1959 12 31 18Z 1960 01 04 06Z 1960 01 13 12Z 12.75
14 1961 01 18 06Z 1961 01 24 06Z 1961 01 24 06Z 6.00
15 1961 12 13 18Z 1961 12 17 00Z 1961 12 22 127 8.75
16 1962 01 15 00Z 1962 01 19 00Z 1962 01 20 12Z 5.50
17 1962 02 20 18Z 1962 02 24 00Z 1962 02 26 00Z 5.25
18 1962 12 08 00Z 1962 12 11 18Z 1962 12 14 06Z 6.25
19 1963 01 08 127 1963 01 13 00Z 1963 01 15 00Z 6.50
20 1963 01 25 18Z 1963 01 30 12Z 1963 02 05 18Z 11.00
21 1964 02 14 00Z 1964 02 22 06Z 1964 02 24 18Z 10.75
22 1964 12 17 06Z 1964 12 21 127 1964 12 24 00Z 6.75
23 1964 12 24 06Z 1964 12 25 127 1964 12 29 06Z 5.00
24 1965 01 13 06Z 1965 01 15 18Z 1965 01 20 06Z 7.00
25 1965 01 25 06Z 1965 02 04 12Z 1965 02 07 12Z 13.25
26 1965 02 08 12Z 1965 02 11 06Z 1965 02 13 18Z 5.25
27 1965 12 05 18Z 1965 12 06 18Z 1965 12 12 127 6.75
28 1965 12 24 127 1965 12 27 00Z 1966 01 02 00Z 8.50
29 1966 12 28 187 1966 12 30 00Z 1967 01 02 18Z 5.00
30 1967 12 24 127 1967 12 29 06Z 1968 01 01 18Z 8.25
31 1968 01 24 18Z 1968 01 29 06Z 1968 02 00 18Z 7.00
32 1968 12 17 18Z 1968 12 21 127 1968 12 23 18Z 6.00
33 1969 01 03 00Z 1969 01 08 18Z 1969 01 09 18Z 6.75
34 1969 02 10 12Z 1969 02 16 18Z 1969 02 19 18Z 9.25
35 1970 12 13 06Z 1970 12 18 127 1970 12 20 00Z 6.75
36 1971 01 10 00Z 1971 01 14 18Z 1971 01 17 00Z 7.00
37 1971 01 23 00Z 1971 02 05 12Z 1971 02 10 06Z 18.25
38 1971 12 11 00Z 1971 12 11 127 1971 12 16 00Z 5.00
39 1971 12 16 18Z 1971 12 18 06Z 1971 12 26 18Z 10.00
40 1972 02 00 12Z 1972 02 02 00Z 1972 02 08 18Z 8.25
41 1972 02 20 12Z 1972 02 24 187 1972 02 27 127 7.00
42 1975 01 13 12Z 1975 01 15 12Z 1975 01 19 18Z 6.25
43 1975 12 06 12Z 1975 12 12 06Z 1975 12 13 00Z 6.50
44 1977 01 06 06Z 1977 01 11 06Z 1977 01 11 06Z 5.00
45 1978 12 07 18Z 1978 12 10 12Z 1978 12 13 00Z 5.25
46 1978 12 31 127 1979 01 05 12Z 1979 01 06 12Z 6.00
47 1980 01 07 00Z 1980 01 08 12Z 1980 01 12 06Z 5.25
48 1980 02 09 06Z 1980 02 14 127 1980 02 14 187 5.50
49 1982 01 20 18Z 1982 01 24 06Z 1982 01 29 12Z 8.75
50 1984 01 17 127 1984 01 19 18Z 1984 01 23 00Z 5.50
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05 04000

No. oo ooo oo ooooooo
51 1984 12 08 18Z 1984 12 10 06Z 1984 12 14 00Z 5.25
52 1984 12 14 06Z 1984 12 17 06Z 1984 12 19 06Z 5.00
53 1984 12 24 00Z 1984 12 31 06Z 1985 01 01 12Z 8.50
54 1985 12 11 00Z 1985 12 12 18Z 1985 12 16 12Z 5.50
55 1986 02 10 06Z 1986 02 19 18Z 1986 02 25 18Z 15.50
56 1986 12 26 12Z 1986 12 29 00Z 1987 01 02 06Z 6.75
57 1987 02 12 127 1987 02 14 00Z 1987 02 17 18Z 5.25
58 1989 01 04 18Z 1989 01 07 18Z 1989 01 09 18Z 5.00
59 1989 01 30 06Z 1989 02 04 00Z 1989 02 09 06Z 10.00
60 1989 02 11 06Z 1989 02 17 127 1989 02 19 18Z 8.50
61 1990 02 16 18Z 1990 02 18 00Z 1990 02 21 18Z 5.00
62 1990 12 17 12Z 1990 12 25 00Z 1990 12 26 12Z 9.00
63 1991 01 06 06Z 1991 01 09 06Z 1991 01 14 00Z 7.75
64 1992 02 05 06Z 1992 02 09 12Z 1992 02 10 12Z 5.25
65 1993 12 30 00Z 1994 01 09 00Z 1994 01 14 12Z 15.50
66 1994 01 17 127 1994 01 24 00Z 1994 01 26 06Z 8.75
67 1994 02 13 06Z 1994 02 14 127 1994 02 19 12Z 6.25
68 1995 02 12 18Z 1995 02 14 18Z 1995 02 18 00Z 5.25
69 1996 01 04 12Z 1996 01 07 00Z 1996 01 11 00Z 6.50
70 1996 12 18 06Z 1996 12 21 127 1996 12 30 12Z 12.25
71 1997 01 10 00Z 1997 01 11 12Z 1997 01 16 18Z 6.75
72 1998 01 06 12Z 1998 01 09 18Z 1998 01 11 18Z 5.25
73 1998 12 21 18Z 1998 12 23 127 1998 12 29 12Z 7.75
74 1999 12 18 127 1999 12 23 127 1999 12 24 18Z 6.25
75 1999 12 25 00Z 1999 12 27 00Z 1999 12 30 06Z 5.25
76 2000 01 04 127Z | 2000 01 11 18Z | 2000 01 14 12Z 10.00
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06 ODOO0OOOOOOO

No. oo ooo 0o oooooono
1 1951 01 24 18Z 1951 01 26 06Z 1951 01 30 12Z 5.75
2 1951 01 30 18Z 1951 02 03 06Z 1951 02 07 12Z 7.75
3 1953 01 24 127 1953 01 28 12Z 1953 01 30 12Z 6.00
4 1953 02 11 18Z 1953 02 13 12Z 1953 02 17 00Z 5.25
5 1954 02 13 127 1954 02 17 06Z 1954 02 19 06Z 5.75
6 1955 02 09 06Z 1955 02 14 18Z 1955 02 16 18Z 7.50
7 1956 01 07 00Z 1956 01 08 00Z 1956 01 12 00Z 5.00
8 1956 01 29 00Z 1956 02 02 06Z 1956 02 03 00Z 5.00
9 1956 02 18 06Z 1956 02 22 00Z 1956 02 24 00Z 5.75
10 1957 12 08 06Z 1957 12 13 06Z 1957 12 15 00Z 6.75
11 1958 01 17 127 1958 01 22 18Z 1958 01 24 12Z 7.00
12 1958 02 02 00Z 1958 02 06 00Z 1958 02 11 12Z 9.50
13 1958 12 26 06Z 1958 12 27 127 1958 12 31 06Z 5.00
14 1959 01 03 00Z 1959 01 04 12Z 1959 01 10 00Z 7.00
15 1959 01 24 00Z 1959 01 27 18Z 1959 01 30 06Z 6.25
16 1959 01 30 12Z 1959 02 04 06Z 1959 02 06 00Z 6.50
17 1959 12 01 12Z 1959 12 09 00Z 1959 12 10 06Z 8.75
18 1960 01 24 18Z 1960 01 26 06Z 1960 02 01 18Z 8.00
19 1960 12 17 00Z 1960 12 18 06Z 1960 12 22 00Z 5.00
20 1961 02 19 00Z 1961 02 24 127 1961 02 27 187 8.75
21 1962 01 30 00Z 1962 02 01 12Z 1962 02 04 12Z 5.50
22 1962 02 13 127 1962 02 13 12Z 1962 02 18 12Z 5.00
23 1962 12 10 18Z 1962 12 11 18Z 1962 12 16 18Z 6.00
24 1962 12 25 06Z 1962 12 26 127 1963 01 02 18Z 8.50
25 1963 01 14 06Z 1963 01 19 18Z 1963 01 23 00Z 8.75
26 1963 01 29 127 1963 02 00 06Z 1963 02 07 12Z 9.00
27 1964 01 12 06Z 1964 01 13 12Z 1964 01 17 18Z 5.50
28 1965 02 02 06Z 1965 02 07 12Z 1965 02 09 00Z 6.75
29 1965 02 13 00Z 1965 02 20 00Z 1965 02 26 00Z 13.00
30 1965 12 02 06Z 1965 12 06 18Z 1965 12 09 06Z 7.00
31 1966 12 08 18Z 1966 12 12 00Z 1966 12 16 18Z 8.00
32 1967 01 07 00Z 1967 01 08 00Z 1967 01 17 06Z 10.25
33 1968 02 04 00Z 1968 02 08 00Z 1968 02 09 18Z 5.75
34 1969 12 27 06Z 1969 12 31 06Z 1970 01 01 18Z 5.50
35 1970 12 06 00Z 1970 12 09 18Z 1970 12 13 06Z 7.25
36 1970 12 20 00Z 1970 12 22 187 1970 12 26 18Z 6.75
37 1971 02 01 12Z 1971 02 04 18Z 1971 02 06 127 5.00
38 1971 12 01 18%Z 1971 12 05 06Z 1971 12 06 18Z 5.00
39 1971 12 07 00Z 1971 12 08 18Z 1971 12 12 18Z 5.75
40 1971 12 27 00Z 1971 12 31 18%Z 1972 01 03 06Z 7.25
41 1972 01 03 18Z 1972 01 10 12Z 1972 01 21 06Z 17.50
42 1972 01 28 127 1972 01 30 12Z 1972 02 03 06Z 5.75
43 1972 02 07 12Z 1972 02 12 00Z 1972 02 12 12Z 5.00
44 1972 02 22 00Z 1972 02 24 06Z 1972 02 27 00Z 5.00
45 1973 01 30 12Z 1973 02 01 00Z 1973 02 04 18Z 5.25
46 1974 01 06 00Z 1974 01 07 06Z 1974 01 12 00Z 6.00
47 1974 01 17 127 1974 01 19 18Z 1974 01 22 127 5.00
48 1975 02 01 12Z 1975 02 03 12Z 1975 02 09 00Z 7.50
49 1975 12 23 18Z 1975 12 25 00Z 1975 12 29 00Z 5.25
50 1976 02 08 00Z 1976 02 12 06Z 1976 02 13 06Z 5.25
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Ov 06000

No. oo ooo 0o ooooooo
51 1976 02 16 00Z 1976 02 17 187 1976 02 21 06Z 5.25
52 1977 12 01 127 1977 12 07 06Z 1977 12 13 06Z 11.75
53 1977 12 13 12Z 1977 12 16 06Z 1977 12 18 12Z 5.00
54 1978 01 04 12Z 1978 01 06 12Z 1978 01 09 18Z 5.25
55 1978 12 18 127 1978 12 23 00Z 1978 12 28 00Z 9.50
56 1979 01 16 00Z 1979 01 18 18Z 1979 01 21 00Z 5.00
57 1979 02 16 06Z 1979 02 21 127 1979 02 23 06Z 7.00
58 1979 12 21 06Z 1979 12 23 00Z 1979 12 27 00Z 5.75
59 1981 01 18 06Z 1981 01 21 06Z 1981 01 23 18Z 5.50
60 1982 01 30 12Z 1982 02 04 06Z 1982 02 05 18Z 6.25
61 1983 02 04 127 1983 02 06 18Z 1983 02 13 00Z 8.50
62 1984 02 08 06Z 1984 02 12 18Z 1984 02 14 00Z 5.75
63 1985 01 02 00Z 1985 01 02 12Z 1985 01 07 12Z 5.50
64 1985 02 06 06Z 1985 02 07 18Z 1985 02 11 18Z 5.50
65 1985 12 03 00Z 1985 12 03 18Z 1985 12 12 00Z 9.00
66 1987 02 16 18Z 1987 02 23 18Z 1987 02 25 18Z 9.00
67 1987 12 12 00Z 1987 12 12 06Z 1987 12 19 12Z 7.50
68 1988 12 05 12Z 1988 12 14 00Z 1988 12 16 00Z 10.50
69 1988 12 27 06Z 1988 12 29 06Z 1989 01 04 12Z 8.25
70 1989 01 04 18Z 1989 01 06 18Z 1989 01 11 12Z 6.75
71 1989 02 05 12Z 1989 02 10 18Z 1989 02 12 06Z 6.75
72 1990 12 14 00Z 1990 12 17 00Z 1990 12 19 06Z 5.25
73 1991 01 13 00Z 1991 01 15 06Z 1991 01 20 00Z 7.00
74 1991 02 00 18Z 1991 02 03 18Z 1991 02 10 12Z 9.75
75 1992 01 16 06Z 1992 01 21 00Z 1992 01 22 12Z 6.25
76 1992 01 26 06Z 1992 01 29 06Z 1992 02 01 12Z 6.25
7 1992 02 03 00Z 1992 02 04 00Z 1992 02 08 06Z 5.25
78 1992 12 30 00Z 1993 01 02 06Z 1993 01 06 00Z 7.00
79 1993 02 05 00Z 1993 02 07 18Z 1993 02 12 00Z 7.00
80 1994 01 04 127 1994 01 09 00Z 1994 01 10 187 6.25
81 1994 02 09 06Z 1994 02 14 18Z 1994 02 17 12Z 8.25
82 1995 12 02 00Z 1995 12 06 06Z 1995 12 09 12Z 7.50
83 1996 02 13 06Z 1996 02 19 12Z 1996 02 21 00Z 7.75
84 1996 12 14 00Z 1996 12 14 06Z 1996 12 23 12Z 9.50
85 1996 12 26 06Z 1996 12 29 00Z 1997 01 05 12Z 10.25
86 1997 01 12 00Z 1997 01 15 00Z 1997 01 17 06Z 5.25
87 1997 01 27 00Z 1997 02 00 06Z 1997 02 02 06Z 6.25
88 1997 12 14 127 1997 12 16 00Z 1997 12 19 12Z 5.00
89 1999 01 24 00Z 1999 02 00 06Z 1999 02 05 12Z 12.50
90 2000 01 12 00Z | 2000 01 16 18Z | 2000 01 19 12Z 7.50
91 2000 01 19 18Z | 2000 01 23 12Z | 2000 01 26 127 6.75
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